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Language competency requirements for 

teaching: Key messages 

There are language competency requirements to start studying in an Initial 

Teacher Education (ITE) programme and register as a teacher in Aotearoa. 

Language competency requirements look at the language skills you have in te reo Māori and English. You need 

to show skills in one or other of these languages. 

You can show you have these language skills in different ways. You can provide different kinds of evidence to 

show your skills. 

If you have NCEA university 
entrance or New Zealand 
tertiary entrance before NCEA, 
this counts as evidence to 
enrol in ITE. You do not need 
to take an English Language 
test if you already have one of 
these. 

If you did your primary schooling 
and at least 3 years of secondary 
school in New Zealand, Niue, 
Tokelau or the Cook Islands, this 
counts as evidence and you can use 
it to enrol in ITE. You do not need 
to take an English Language test if 
you have done these years of 
schooling in New Zealand, Niue, 
Tokelau or the Cook Islands. 

If you did your teacher 
training outside of 
New Zealand and want 
to register as a teacher 
in New Zealand, you 
can take an English 
Language test to show 
your skills. Your 
qualification will also 
be looked at to check if 
it can be recognised in 
New Zealand. 

If you did your primary and 
secondary school study outside of 
New Zealand, Niue, Tokelau and 
the Cook Islands, in other Pacific 
countries, you can take an English 
Language test to enrol in ITE. 

There are now lots of different types of English Language tests you can use. 

This is a change from what you may have heard before, where there was just one type of test you could use. 

There may be an option for you if you are starting ITE and can’t provide evidence that matches what’s been 

asked for. Your ITE provider can make an application for you to the Teaching Council to be considered for 

an exemption. Your provider must make this application for you. Talk to someone at your ITE provider to find 

out more about this. 

  You can find more information on the Teaching Council’s website or on this website Teach in 

Aotearoa New Zealand – Careers in Education, which has the links you need. 

https://teachingcouncil.nz/getting-certificated/for-beginning-teachers/language-competency-requirements/
https://careers.education.govt.nz/preview/b8259883b1437f52/25d06bba97044fac/
https://careers.education.govt.nz/preview/b8259883b1437f52/25d06bba97044fac/

